Do I Qualify?
You may qualify if
• You have been diagnosed with
spasmodic dysphonia, voice
tremor, or vocal fold nodules
• You are at least 18 years old
• You wish to participate in
clinical and behavioral testing
• You wish to participate in
magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) study of your brain
• You wish to provide a small
amount of blood (about 3
teaspoons) or saliva for genetic
testing
You may not qualify if
• You have a history of other
neurological,
psychiatric
or
voice problems
• You have history of moderate to
severe heart or kidney problems
• You have a history of alcoholism
or drug dependence
• You are left-handed
• You are not a native English
speaker
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Who We Are

I want to participate!

About Us
Where does the study take place?

Sodium Oxybate
Treatment
Have you been diagnosed with
Spasmodic
Dysphonia,
Voice
Tremor or Vocal Fold Nodules?

The outpatient research study will be
conducted at Massachusetts Eye and
Ear Infirmary and the Martinos
Center for Biomedical Imaging at
Massachusetts General Hospital.

If so, we need you!

How much time should a budget?
Why are
research?

we

conducting

this

The purpose of our research study is
to learn how a new oral drug, sodium
oxybate,
Xyrem®,
improves
symptoms of patients with voice and
speech disorder. In addition, we want
to determine the effects of this drug
on brain areas that might be
important to the response of sodium
oxybate. Sodium oxybate is approved
for the treatment of excessive
daytime sleepiness associated with
narcolepsy. The use of sodium

oxybate
in
this
study
is
investigational and for research only.

The study requires 3-4 visits, each
lasting approximately 6 hours.

What
are
the
compensation?

costs

and

There is no cost for the participation
in the study or any tests associated
with this research!
At the completion of the study, you
will be compensated for your time
with up to $200, which you will
receive in the form of a reloadable
debit/card (ClinCard). If you are an
out-of-town participant, your travel
costs and lodging will be reimbursed.

The Simonyan Dystonia and Speech
Motor Control Lab focuses on the neural
mechanisms of fine motor control during
speaking and other complex behaviors.
We
aim
to
develop
a
better
understanding of normal and diseased
states of the central nervous system
during the execution of fine motor
commands, such as during speaking,
which will ultimately help develop new
diagnostic and treatment opportunities
for patients with movement disorders.
Read more about research and our team
of investigators at
masseyeandear.org/simonyanlab

Contact Us
Phone: (617) 573-6016
Fax: (617) 573-6024
Email: simonyan_lab@meei.harvard.edu
Follow up on Twitter: @SimonyanLab

We look forward to hearing from you!
If you would like to learn more about our
study, feel free to email or call us. One of
our researchers will respond in a timely
manner.

